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":: COLOWKam.. 
|; Giving thanks anto the Father, which hath made 
| 2s meet to be Partakers of the inheritance of the 
& arts in light. 


A*® chough: the oveatcſt part of the mu 
merous Off-ſpring , which hath hi- 


4-18 therto iprovecded from Adam's logins, be de- 
parted out of this life, and are ken no 
A 2 more 
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more among us; yet we mult not there. 
fore think that they are ceaſed to be, or 
to live: For ſtill their Souls are all as really 
alive in the other World, as we are now in 
this. And as it 1s with us here, that ſome liye 
ill, and others well: So it is with them too ; 
only 1 in an higher degree. For ſome, and as 
we have juſt cauſe to fear, the greateſt part of 
them ve with the Fiends of Hell in the infer- 
nal pit, where they have no light, nothing bur 
darkneſs and horrour to the utmoſt extremity 
round about them :. where they are always 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing-their-tceth, 
fretting and tormenting themſelves -ut the re- 
membrance of their former {ins and follies : 
where, as Chriſt himfelf hath told us, The 
Worm deth not , and the fire 3s n0t quenched : 
that 1s, their Conſciences hke greedy and in- 
fatiable worms are always gnawing, and the 
fire-of God's: wrath 'is continually burning in 
their Breaſts, never to. be quenched or abated. 
They cannot forbear thinking. of what they 
have done, though every thought cuts them 
to their very hearts, and ſeems od to ſplit 
them in funder. - 

| They cannot forbear looking upon God , 
although they can ſee nothing in him but the 
wrath 
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-wrath and anger which they themſelves have 
kindled ; which ſo incenſes and enrageth their 
minds, that they are all in a flame with fury 
and indignation at themſelves for it. By which 
means they are continually, as it were, upon 
a wrack, diſtorted, afflicted, diſtracted, Con- 
founded; hurried about from place to place, 
but can find no reſt, no quiet; every thing is 
uncaſic and troubleſome to them: yea they 
are a burden to themſelves, they cannot en- 
dure themſelves, but with ten thouſand times 
they had been berter, or had never been at 
all, or. could -ceaſe to be, or could be any 
thing but what they are. But all in vain. 
And which 1s worſt of all, they do not only 
ſuffer the extremity of pain and anguiſh at 
preſent, but they can ſee no end of .1t: yea 
they ſee there will be no end art all, being fully 
aſſured that this muſt be their portion for ever. 
Whereas on the other ſide, there are others, 
who are not only free from all the miſeries 
and torments which thoſe poor creatures un- 
dergo, but always live in Heaven , in lighe, 
and love, and joy, and peace, and olory, the 
higheſt that they are able to 1magine or deſire; 
being brisk and lively, chearfull and pleaſant, 


holy and happy all over. And that too ( as 
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we ſhall fee more preſently) not only now and 
then, buc continually ; nor for ſome time 
only, but to all eternity. 

Now we who arc ſh]l upon Earth, are as 
yet in-neither of thefe ſtates, neither ſo cx- 
rremely miſerable as the firſt are, nor ſo per- 
fectly happy as thoſe are we ſpake of laſt: bur, 
as it were, in the middle between both. But 
ſo ſoon as eyer we depart our of thus life, we 
ſhall be' immediately in one of them, as cer- 
tamly as we are now here.” And I do not que- 
ftion but that you all hope for and defire the 
hrrer, even"to live with thoſe bleffed- Souls 


which enjoy perpetual reft 'and felicity in the 


other world: And that one great end of your 
coming hirher at this time, 1s to learn what 
you miuft do in order to it. And yerily ye 

do well co rake all opportanitics you can ger, 
of being aſſiſted and directed in it. For it is a 
great thing that you propoſe to your ſelves, 
which can never be attained withour much 
care and pains about it And you are not cer- 
rain how long time you have to: doe it in, 
bur moſt certain it is not very long. But 
bleſſed be God, you are all as yet in a capacity 
of obtaining it, and it is your own fault if any 


of you ſhall happen co miſs of it. For Al- 


mighty 
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mighty God plainly ſhews how deſirous he is 
to haye you live with him, and fo be happy in 
the other world, in that he 1s fill pleaſed to 
afford you all the means that he hath appoin- 
ted for that purpoſe: Witneſs your meeting to- 
gether here at this time, to joyn together in 
Prayer to his Divine Goodneſs for his aſliſtance 
in the purſwr of it; and - to be put. in mind 
of the courſe and method. which you are to 
take for the accompliſhment of ſo' great and. 
good an end. Concerning which therefore I 
ſhall give you the beſt and plaineſt directions 
I can fram the words which I have now read. 
In which we may obſerve, 

IL. What kind of perſons they are, who are 
or ſhall be happy in the other world; : they 
are Saints. 

I. The happineſs they enjoy there, here 
call'd the inheritance of the Saints in light. | 

HI. They who deſire to enjoy that happineſs: 
muſt be duly qualified for it, 'or as. it 1s here 
expreſlcd, web 4 meet t0 be partakers of tt: 

IV, All who are ſo qualified, muſt aſcribe ir 
wholly unto God, and give him thanks for it, 
as we fee here S. Paul doth, Giving thanks to 
the Father, who hath made us meet to be partakers: 
of the inheritance of the Saints in light, X 
6, 4 Firſt: 
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Firſt therefore as to the perſons who live fo 
happily in the other world, they are here cal- 
led Saints. It is the inheritance of the Saints, 
of all the Saints and of them only. It is pro- 
per and peculiar to them, ſo that none <clſe 
have any right or title to it, nor can ever have 
any part or portion in it. And that there 1s 
ſuch a company and ſociety of. men 1n the 
world, which are truly called Saints, cannot 
be denied by any Chriſtian ; it being one of 
the Articles of our Creed, wherein we. profeſs 
to believe , there 1s a Communion of Saints. 
And unleſs we be of that Communion, we can 
never partake of the inheritance of the Saints. 

But the great queſtion is, what it 1s to be a 


Saint ? or who may be cruly and properly cal- 


led Saints, men of holineſs, or holy men, as 
the word fi gnifies? But this we can never ful- 
ly underſtand, unleſs we firſt ſtate the true no- 
tion of Sanctity or Holineſs, from whence they 
arc ſo called. Now Holineſs or Sanctity in 
its higheſt perfection, 1s one of the perfections 
of God himſelf, who often calls himſelf 7he 
holy one of Iſrael, and ſometimes abſolutely, 
the holy one. And as he ſometimes ſwears by 


PA. 89. himfelf, at other times he ſwears by his holi- 


35. 
Amos 4 
2. 


neſs: whereby he gives us to underſtand, that 
he 


the Yncen ut White-Hall. T 
he hamſtlt is holinef; or, which is'all one; Ho- = 
line(s is himſelf, his own divine Nature or Ef 
ſence. And that's the reaſon why they who 
partake of his holineſs, are faid to partake of his Heb. 12. 
divine natare. "_ 
- And hence it 1s, that when the holy Angels 
would celebrate the praiſes of the thoſt high 
God in the higheſt tnanner they can, they cry, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole 19.6. 3. 
earth is full of his glory. And hence alſo it's, + 
that when God deſigned to make Man after 
his own ithage; as like hini as a creatare could 
be; heqnade: hich perfeatly holy. * Ard now 
that this itnage is defaced itt us, if it be refto- 
red again ito. any, mian, 1o that he becomes a 
new man, he 1&faid to bYereated after Cod , 
chat is, after 'the likeneſs of Gbd; 74 rightebaſ- Epheſ 4. 
eſs and true holineſs, So that this is the gteat *© 
perfection, wherein we were at firſt made, arid 
ought again ts become like ro God out Ma- 


2Pet.1.4- 


| ker, who therefore commands us to be holy 

3 © as he 1s holy. As he who hath called you 35 hoy, « Pct. 1. 

> ſo be ye holy in all maniner 7 Hanoryc on From '* 
whence it appears, that though we cannot be 


holy m'the ſame meaſure as God is, who is 
fo without and beyond all meafure ; yet we 
ſhould be ſo after the fame manner as he 1s, 
B Or 
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or rather our holineſs ſhould be of the ſame 
kind or nature with his, and as like it, as it 1s 
poſſible for it to. be. 

Hence therefore as Holineſs, when attribu- 
ted to God, denotes the purity and excellency 
of his divine nature, whereby he 1s exalted a- 
bove all things elſe; ſo when attributed to 
men, it ſignifies the purity and excellency of 
their nature, whereby they are refined and 
raiſed up above the reſt of mankind. This 
the Apoſtle teacheth us, where he oppoſeth 
holineſs to uncleanneſs, ſaying, God hath not 
called us unto uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs. 
And David, where he calls the Saints that are 
upon earth, the excellent ; 1umplying, that Saints 
as ſuch, excell all other perſons, by reaſon of 
their holineſs, that is the higheſt excellency 
which their nature is capable of. Which there- 
fore doth not conliſt in any particular Acts or 
Habits either of the ſoul or body, or both to- 
gether, but in the rectitude or due temyera- 
ment of our nature in general. And indeed : 
Holineſs, properly ſo called, is nothing elſe, but 
that pure and excellent frame: or diſpoſition 
of the whole man , whereby all the faculties 
of the ſoul and members of the body, are re- 
duced to their primitive conſtitution, and be- 
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come ſuch as God. at. firſt made, and would 
ſtill have them to be, exerting themlelves in 
their reſpe&ive places and offices, according 
to thoſe rules which he hath: ſer them. So 
that to'Gur perfecting Holineſs, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, - in the fear of God, there is required a 
right and clear underſtanding, a found judg- 
ment, :a pure: heart, an chin: will, a good 
conſcience, and regular affections, placed CVE- 
ry one upon 1ts proper. objects in a due man- 
ner. And whercſocyer the Soul (1f I may fo 
ſpeak) 1s thus all of a-piece, all:over ſuch as 
God would have it to be, and fo agreeable 
to his divine will, there 1s true holineſs, and 
ſuch a one may be truly ſaid to be holy, yea 
to be holy as God is holy, as being pure and 
excellent according to his finite capacity,. as 
God himſelf is in his infinite perfections. 
Now the true notion of holineſs or ſancti- 
ty being thus briefly ſtated, we may eaſily un- 
derſtand what kind of perſons thoſe be, which 
are here called Saints. For in order to a man's 
being a true Saint, He muſt firſt have ſo much 
knowledge of: God and Chriſt, as is neceſſary 


to the poſſeſſing of his. mind with a due ſenſe 


of his divine Majeſty, and with right appre- 
henſtons of the great myſtery of our Salva- 
| B 2 tion 
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tion by Feſus Chriſt. ''He muſt have a found 
judgment .1n all things, eſpecially in the. fun- 
damemntal Articles at- the Chriſtian Faith, and 
in all the-neceſfary! duties required in the Go- 
ſpel. He muſt haye a.pure and fincere hearr, 
in believing all thoſe Articles as-revealed, and 


 1n performing all ſuch duties as- required by 


God. He muſt have a goad canfcience, a 
conſcience vaid of all - offence. both towards 
God and towards.men. He muſt have a pli- 
able and obedient will; ready upon. all occa- 
fions to-chuſe whatfoever his underſtanding; 
rightly. infarmed,; dictates to be good; and-to 
refuſe. whatever, hee apprehends.. to. be eyil. 
He muſt; keep thus affections all m their proper 
order, fixed conſtantly upon ſuch objects-which 
they. were at- firſti fixted and-detigned for.. He 
muſt hate, abhor; and ſhun all manner. of ſin, 
upon that aggount; only becauſe 1t is ſin, or 
the tranſgreſſion of God's law, and be heartily 
troubled that he was. ever guilty of- it. - He 
muſt love God with all his heart and-ſoul, and 
ſo aboye all things in the world: beſides. He 


muſt bear no grudg, hatred, malice, or-1ll- 


will againſt any perſon. upon earth, but: love 
his neighbour as himſelf. He muſt hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and: defire no- 
thing 
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ching ſo. much as to ſerve and pleaſe God, 
. and fo to haye his love and favaur, whatſoever 

it. coſts him. He muſt. nor fear them which 

can kill the body, but him only who is able 

to deſtroy both foul and body in Hell. He 

muſt truſt in the Lord with all his heart, and 
ſupport himſelf under all che circumſtances 

and occurrences of this life, with an humble 
confidence of his goodneſs and mercy in Jc- 

ſus Chriſt. He muſt rejoyce in the Lord al- 
ways, bath when he hath and when he hath 

nat any thing clſe to rejoyce in. He muſt be 
ſober. and ecmperate, meek and humble, gen- 

tle and peaceable, faithfull to his word, true 

to his friend, loving to his enemy, charitable 

to the poor, kind and merciful, and juſt to all. 

In brict, he mult be fledfaſlt, nmoveable. always - or.15. 
abaunding. in. the work, of. the Lord, as. knowing ** 
that his Iabour. is not in vain in the Lord. 

And that he may be ſure of. For he who hath 
attained tro ſuch an excellent temper as-thus is, 
Is. certainly a real and: true Saint, and. there- 
fore ſhall as certainly partake of' that. tranſcen- 
dent happineſs, which 1s here called the Inbe- 
ritance of the Saints in light. It 1s called: an 
Inheritance, or, as the word ſignifies alfo, a. /or, 
in alluſion to that type of Heaven, the land 
of 
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of Canaen, which was divided among all the 
Children of Iſrae/ by lot, and 1s all along in 
the Old Teſtament called their Inheritance. 
And ſo certainly is Heaven in a proper and lt- 
teral ſenſe, the Inheritance of the Saints. For 
they being all regenerate and born again of 
God, are properly his Children, and as the 
Apoltle rightly argues, If children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joynt-heirs with Chriſt, So 
that all the Saints or Sons of God, in what- 
ſoever age or place they were born again from 
the beginning to the end of the world, they 
are all co-heirs, and ſo have an cqual right 
and title to this Inheritance ; not only to 
ſome part of it, but to the whole, and all and 
every one of them equally poſleſs it all. It 
1s not like an earthly inheritance, that 1s di- 
vided among the co-heirs, ſome taking one 
part of it and ſome another: But every one 
that hath any ſhare in this heavenly inheri- 
tance, enjoys 1t all himſelf, as much as if he 
was the ſole heir, and there were none clſe to 


_ partake of it bur himſcelt. 


Neither are the Saints joynt- heirs only 
with one another, but, as the Apoftle there 
ſpeaks, with Chriſt himſelf. And if ſo, their 
inheritance muſt needs be very large, For 

| Chriſt 
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Cbrift 15 appointed heir of ati things. And if Heb.1.2. 


they be joynt-heirs with him, as be ſure 
they are, every one of them muſt inherit 
all things too as he doth. And fo be ſure 
they do. For God himſelf aſſerts it, ſaying, 


He that overcometh, ſhall inherit all things © Rev. 21. 


And I will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. 
Where we may obſerve both the vaſt extent 
of this inheritance of the Saints, and likewiſe 
the reaſon of it. As to 1ts extent, it is not 
confined to a Pariſh, or County, or Kingdom 
upon Earth, no, not to the whole Earth, nor 
to the Moon nor Sun, nor to any Star, nor to 
all the Stars of Heaven, nor to the whole Hea- 
vens where they are, nor yet to the greateſt 
part of the Creation, but extends it ſelf to the 
whole. For they inherit all things; all things 
that are good or amiable, all things that are 
pleaſing or delightfome, all things that are 
neceſſary or convenient for them. All things 
they can defire or hope for, all things they 
can love or take comfort in, all things that 
can any way contribute to their happineſs: As. 
all things in the whole world ſhall do one 
way .or other. | 

For even while they are upon Earth, all 
things work together for their good, how 
much 
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. come, all are yours. 


much more when they come to Heaye n? 


Where they ſhall clearly ſee, how all thin 


that eyer happened to them through the whole 
courſe of their lives, concurred to bring them 
thicher: and ſo will be matcer of joy and 
comfort to them, when they are there. By 
which means, they'will then take pleaſure, not 
only in all the devotions, alms, atnd good 
works, they ever performed, bur likewiſe in 
all the lofles, croſles, diſappointments, pains, 
{icknefſes, and troubles of all forts that ever 
betell chem. Yea and in all things, ' that: God 
eycr made, or did, or ſuffered to be done in 
the world. For all things are theirs, even while 
they are here' below, as St. Pax affures the 
Saints at Cormnth, ſaying, All things are yours ; 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to 
All things arc ſettled up- 
on them at their new-bitth, and when they 
come to full age, that 1s, as ſoon as they get 
to Heaven, they will have the actual poſſefl- 
on of all things, and then nwft needs enjoy 
whatſoever any thing in the world can afford 
them. And what 1s there in the workd, but 
what affords the Saints m Heaven ſomething 
to delight and pleate them? The Heaven of 
Heavens 
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Heavens affords them moſt commodious and 
pleaſant Manſions. All the holy Angels there 
afford them their moſt ag ceable - company 
and converſation. All the Devils and dam- 
ned in Hell afford them matter of praiſe and 


| thankfulneſs ro God, that they are not there. 


All the glorious lights in the firmament, af- 
ford them a moſt delicious proſpect. In ſhort, 
All the Animals, and Plants, and Earths, and 
Stones, and Metals, and Minerals, and whatſo- 
ever elſe God ever made, either in Heaven or 
Earth, afford them a clear and perfect view of 
his divine perfe<&tions, which cannot but affect 
their hearts with the higheſt tranſports of joy 
and wonder. 

Thus doth every Saint in Heaven inherit all 
things. All things are his. And it is no mar- 
vail, for God himſelf is his. As it follows in 
the place before quoted, He ſhall inherit all . 
things; and I will be his God, and he ſhall be my 
Son. He ſhall be my Son, that is the reaſon he 
is an heir; I will be his God, that's the reaſon 
that he inherits all things For he who hath 
him that hath all things, cannot but haye all 
things in- him. Yea infinitely more than all 
things elſe ; all things that God hath made 


being in a manner nothing in compariſon of 
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him that made them. Who therefore to com- 
plete the happineſs of his Saints, doth not only 
give them all he hath, bur even hunſclf roo, 


ſaying, I will be their God, or rather, as the- 


words ſ{ignifie, I will be God to them. By vir- 
tue of which promiſe they enjoy not only 
whatſoever God hath made or done, but like- 
wile whatſoever he is, even all choſe infinite, 
eternal, incomprehenſible Pertetions which 
are concentred in him. 

Bar here I muſt confeſs my ſelt at a lofs, 
not knowing how to conceive, much leſs to 
expreſs either how the Saints in heaven en- 
joy God, or how great an happineſs that 1s 
ro them? Oaly in general we know they ſee 

1Cor.1z. God face to face, as not only St. Paul, but 

12 likewiſe St. Zobn aquaints us, ſaying, Beloved, 

1Joh.z 2. 20” we are the Sons of God: And it doth not yet 
appear what we ſhall be. But we know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
ſee him as he 1s, 

From whence it 1s evident, that they ſec God, 
not only as manifeſting himſelf in his creatures, 
but as he 1is'in himſelf. Which bleſſed fight, 
muſt needs fill them with the higheſt joys their 
finite nature 1s able to bear. To ſee Wiſedom, 
and Power, and Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, and 
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Jultice, and Mercy, .and Immenfity; and Eccr- 


Dity ; to (ec the Lard of Hoſts, the chictelt, 
the only Good ; to ſee God himſelf unyailing 
huwnſelf, and ſining forth in all his Glory be: 
fore. them, yea to-ſce him ſmiling, as it were, 
wpon' them, rejoycing over them, meanirig 
hunsſelf as well-pleaſed with them! Who is 
able to:conceive how much their bleſſed Souls 
anc affected, delighted, tranſported-with this 
blefled: \ight'2 None certainly, but only they 
that:have:it. They know, yea they feel it to 
be the greateſt, the anly perfect happineſs 
they.can: pofibly enjoy. And that all.things 
elſe>could never fatisfic .their deſires and ſo 
make them! happy, without this: whereas this 
would do jt. without all things elſe. It being 
impeſtible.for them to deſire any thing , bur 
what they have in God, infinite-Goodnels it 
ſelf. In whom, -by conſequence, all their in- 
| clinations meet as in their proper center ; and 
fo their Minds are always at,reft and quiet, 
and-their' Souls full -as they can hold of :ſolid 


and ſubſtantial joy, which makes then break 


forth continually into. Praiſes and Hallelujahs 
toAlmighty God, and totheLamb that ſitterh 
upon theThrane,who purchaſedſuch a glorious 
Inheritance as this is for them, and ſettled it up- 
on them for eyermore. C 2 Bur 
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Buc how can theſe things be ? How is it 
poſſible for the Saints in Heavyen to fee God ? 
To that the Apoſtle anſwers in my Text, by 
calling it, the Inheritance of the Saints in /ight. 
It is true, All men are born ar firſt ſpiritually 
. blind, and ſo generally live 1n the dark, feeing 
no more of God or any ſpiritual object, than 
as if there was no ſuch thing in being. But 
when a man 1s born again, his eyes are open- 
att. 26, cd, and he is turned from darkneſs to light, as 
15. well as from the power of Satan unto God. 
: Theſf, And therefore all ſuch are called, the Children 
5-5: of light; and the Children of the day; becauſe 
x Pet. 2- they have a marvellons light (as St. Peter calls 
?* . 1t) conſtantly ſhining in them, whereby they 
diſcover many glorious things, which lye per- 
fe&tly hid to all other mortals. By this El:- 
ſha's ſervant, when His eyes were opened, ſaw 
2 Reg. 6, the Mountain full of Horſes and Chariots of fire, 
17. evena whole Legion of the heavenly Hoſt, 
round about his Maſter. By this St. Stephen 
Att. 9. ſaw the Heavens opened, and Chriſt landing at 
55» 56- the right hand of God ; yea by this Moſes ſaw 
Heb. 11. 1m that is inviſible, God himſelf. And thus 
27 all thac are real Saints, being the Children of 
light, ſee more or leſs of God ; at leaſt ſo much 
as to make them loye, and deſire, and fear, and 
truſt. 
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truſt on him above all things in the world. 


Indeed they cannot ſee his face and live, as he -— 33: 


himſelf told Moſes : But they ſee him as Mo- ©* 
ſes did, in his back-parts, in his works, the cf- 
fects and products of his divine Perfections. 
And the reaſon why they cannot ſee his face 
and live in this world, is becauſe they are till 
in their imperfect ſtate, and therefore cannot 
poſſibly have a perfect ſight of fo glorious a 
being ; or if they had, it would ſtrike them 
dead, for they could not poſſibly bear it ; or 


as 7ob expreſleth it, by reaſon of his highneſs they Job 1. 


could not endure, fo as to live under it. But 


ſeeing God himſelf faith, that no man ſhall ſe 
his face, and live; he thereby g1VES US tO UN- 
derſtand, that ſome ſhall ſee his face when 
they are dead, and departed out of this life. 
And ſo queſtionleſs do all the Saints that 
are in Heaven. For they live in a City which 


hath no need of the Sun, nor of the Moon to ſhine Rev. 11. 


in it : For the glory of God doth lighten it, and *3* 


the lamb is the light thereof. Or as the Prophet 


Iſaiah words it, The Lord is to them an ever- fa. 60. 
lafting light. So that as the Sun is to us upon ©” 


Earth, the fountain of all that light whereby 
we ſee any object here below ; ſo to the Saints 


that are above in Heaven, God himſelf is _ 
c 
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ſed ro iſſue forth light immediately from him- 
ſelf, which exceeds the light of the Sun, infi- 
nitely more than that exceeds the elimmering 
of a Glo-worm. Neither doth it only ſhine, 
as the Sun doth, upon them, but into them, 
and fo enlightens themſelves too, as well as 
all things that are about them. And what 
is there in the world which they cannot fee by 
fuch a glorious, fach an infinite"Iighr as this 
is? By this light they fee not only the ſuper- 
ficies, but the very ſubftance and contexture 
of every <reature they have a mmd ro [look 
upon, .as exactly as if it was perfectly anato- 
mized arid laid 'open before them. By this, 
they ſee the ſeveral vertues, qualities, and ope- 
rations of things here below , and che great 
ends and purpoſes for which they are defigned. 
By this, they ſee the cauſes of the-ebbinig and 
flowing of the Sea, and other great Phoeno- 
mena of nature, which fo much puzzle Phi- 
lofophy, and make it but a meer conjecture. 
By this, they ſee the ſecret and wondertall 
Powers that God hath put into all Animals 
and Vegetables, of propagating their reſpec- 
tive Species, ſo that none of them ever did, 
or can ever fail'to be in the world. By this, 
they ſee both the compoſition and the ſeveral 
motions 
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motions of the Sun and all the other Planets, 
as well as fixed Stars, and what influences they 


have upon terreſtrial bodies. By this, they ſee. 
the wiſe eſtabliſhment of ſecond Cauſes, how 


they depend upon one another, and all upon 
the firſt. The fight of which, and ſuch-like 
things, muſt needs be an extraordinary plea- 
ſure to them ; by reaſon of the moſt admira- 
ble Art and Contrivance they obſerve in them; 
and alſo becauſe their faculties are by this 
means employed to the proper uſes, for which 
they were made, and to which they therefore 
tend. For as God made all things for the ma- 


niteſtation of his own glory, he enducd men * 


with reaſon on purpoſe, that they might be- 
hold and admire the glory of thoſe Perte&ti- 
ons, which he manifeſted in them. And hence 
It is, that (all things naturally tending to their 
end) all men narurally deſire to know, and 
many apply their minds wholly to find out 
ſuch things as thoſe are. And if they .can but 
gueſs at any -of them with the leaſt ſhew of 
reaſon, or ſo much as probability, they are 
mightily pleaſed with it. But what a pleaſure 
then muſt it be, to have a full view and pro- 
ſpect of them, and of that infinite Wiſedom, 
Power, and . Goodneſs which Ra in 
them, 
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them, as the Saints in Heaven have, by that 
light which ſhines uport their inheritance ? 
Moreover, by this light they look back up- 
on their former lives,and ſee the ſteady hand of 
providence ordering and over-ruling, not only 
the greater occurrences, but even the leaſt cir- 
cumſtances in them ; and the holy Spirit of 


_ God making ſome uſe or other of every One 


of them, to work them over to himſelf. By 


| this, they ſee God's infinite love and goodnefs 


to his Church militant here on earth, in all 
the ſtraits and difficulties he brings it into, 
and how good and neceflary it is for it, that 
every thing ſhould be juſt as it 1s. | 
By this, they fee the holy Angels and all 
their fellow Citizens in the new Hieruſalem, 
and converſe famuliarly with them, as we do 
with one another. By this, they ſee their eyer 
bleſſed Saviour, the. eternal Son of God in 
their nature exalted at the right hand of the 
Father, far above all principality,, and power, 
and might, and.dominion, and eyery name that 
isnamed in Heayen or Earth. By this, they 
ſee all the glory which the Father hath g1Ven 
him, as he himſelf once prayed they might. 
Yea by this they ſee the moſt high God face to 
face, eyen as we ſee the Sun, by lus own ne: 
- a 
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and that too, as clearly, as fully, as perfectly as 
It 15 poſſible for creaturesto doe it. Which ſo 
refreſhes, enlivens, elevates, and cheers their 
Spirits, that they are always rejoycing and ſing- 
ing, and praiſing God; admiring, adoring, 
magnitying and giving thanks to his almighty, 
all-glorious, and all-gracious Majeſty, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, for his creating, redeem- 
ing, and fanctifying chem ſo asto bring them 
through the various changes and chances of 
this mortal life, to ſuch an inheritance, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
eternal in the heavens, in glory, in bliſs, in 
light it ſelf. 


And now we are got upon the Mount, how 


well may we ſay with the Apoſtles, It is good te ts. 


for us to be here : [ct us ſet up our Tents, and + 
dwell continually upon the Contemplacion of 
this glorious inheritance of the Saints in light! 
But alas! how far as yet are we diſtant from 
it 2 how unworthy of it? how unmeet for it ? 
What a deal of work have we to do, before 
we can get thither ? Burt, bleſſed be God, we 
are in the ready way, living 3 in ſuch a Church 
wherein we have all things that can be deft 
red in order to it. Let us not then deſpair, 


but uſe the utmoſt of our care and ſtudy to 
| D qualific 


'26 


A Sermon preached before 


. 
—— 


Heb. 12, 
I +. 


qualific our ſelyes aright for it, and we can- 
not miſs of 1t. 

For which purpoſe therefore let us conſider 
in the next place, how we may be rightly qua- 
lified, or, as the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, made mee? 
to be partakers of this inheritance of the Saints 
in light? : 

Where we may obſerve by the way, that 
the Apoſtle here ſuppoſeth, or rather takes it 
for granted, that all men are not meet for 1t. 
Than which nothing can be more certain. 
None being meet to partake of the inheritance 
of the Saints, but only they who are Saints 
themſelves. God himſelt hath excluded all 
others from 1t, by his eternal and irrevocable. 
decree, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. And indeed, none but Saints are 
ſubjects.capable of it. For all ethers bemg 
fill in their natural and finfull eſtate, their 
minds are fo ftufted with vitious and groſs 
humours, that they cannot ſee the hghr ; and 
ſo wholly inclined, and bent upon ſenſual ob-- 
jets, that they can take no pleaſure in the 
joys of Heaven. But rather being altogether 
unclean and carnal, - they haye an utter aver- 
fion, if not an antipathy, againſt ſuch pure and: 
ſpiritual delights, as being directly contrary 
t0- 


lets td. Ants 


the ern at White-Hall ” 


- _ 


27 


— 


to their corrupt nature. Infomuch that Hea- 


ven it ſelf would ſeem more like Hell than 


Heaven to them. The place would ſeem me- 
lancholly, che company irkſome, the work te- 
dious, the hight troubleſome, eyery thing un- 
caſie and diſagreeable. 

As ſuppoſe it ſhould pleaſe Almighty God 
to take us all up immediately from this place 
into the higheſt Heavens, and there fee us all 
juſt at our Saviour's elbow. All ſuch who are 
real Saints among us, who love God aboye all 


things, how glad would they be to ſee him 


they love? to-ſee their Saviour ſhining in all 
his glory ? How ſuddenly would they ſtrike up 
with the Choir of Heaven in ſinging forth the 
praiſes of him that brought them 'thither ? 
What infinite pleaſure would they take in the 


place, the work, the company, and every thing. 


they ſee there? Bur as for others, who are ſtill 
in their ſins, and mind only earthly things, 
how ſad and diſconſolate would they be? they 
would wonder to fee the Saints fo ptaſant 
and joyfull ; for as for their parts, they can 
ſee nothing there; which they care for. In the 
midſt of light; they would be ſtill m-darkneſs: 
In ſorrow, in the midft of joys. They cannot 
hear that heavenly muſick ; or if they did, at 
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would found harſh, all diſcords to them. "They 
cannot taſt of thoſe ſpiritual dainties ; or if 
they did, they could not reliſh, nor find any 
ſweetneſs in them. They cannot ſec the face 
of God; or if they did, they would not be 
pleaſed, but terrified and confounded at it ; 
and wiſh with all their ſouls to be out of that 
fad place again, that they might mind the bu- 
lineſs, and enjoy the pleaſures they hke better. 
It that be Heaven, they never defire to come 
there any more, And all becauſe they. want 
that principle of true grace and holineſs, which 
ſhould. make: them Saints, and fo capacitate 
them for the enjoyment of thoſe holy plea- 
ſures, without which a blind man may as well 
delight in Pi&tures, the deaf. in Muſick, yea a 
brute beaſt in Metaphylicks, as they in Hea- 
ven or in God himſelf. 

By this therefore we may ſee how neceilary 
It 1s to be. holy before we .can be: happy ; 
pure in heart, before we can'iſce God ; real 
and-true Saints, -before' we can partake of their 
inheritance in light. And by. conſequence, as 
ever we delire'to go to Heaven when we dye, 
we mult take care while we lye, 'to get our 
Hearts purged from all corrupt affections, our 
Minds enl;ghtened, and our Souls ſanctified. 
through- 
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throughout, and inclined wholly unto God , 
ſo as to prefer him at leaſt in ſome degree 
before all things elſe ; that ſo we may go 
out of this world , rightly diſpoſed and fic- 
red to behold the I;ght of his countenance, 
and to ſolace our ſelves 1n it, as the higheſt 
object of our Souls deſires, And then we 
may be ſure that. our defires: ſhall be fully ſa- 
tisfied : For our Souls will be no ſooner lool- 
ned from our Bodies, but they will be imme- 
diately. carried up to Heaven, and there par- 
take of the inheritance of the-Saints in. light. 
And at the laſt day, our bodies ſhall be uni- 
red to our ſouls again, and then. both in ſoul 
and body, we ſhall enjoy all we can deſire for 
CVErmore.. 

But who is- ſufficient | for theſe als: | 
How can. we who were born, and have lived 
ſo long in. Sin, ever be made fo pure and 
holy. as to be. meet to live with Saints and 
Angels, with Chriſt 'and God. himſelf in the 
world to come? It is, I confels, no ealie 
matter : but howlſoever 1t is poſſible tor eve- 
ry one here preſent to be ſo. Nay more than. 
that, none of us can fail of 1t, unleſs we be 
failing to our ſelyes in our endeavours after 
it. As we may calfily perceive, if we do but 
conlider: 
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conſider how others have been; and fo how 
we our ſelves may be ſanctified or made 
Saints, if we do but ſet our {elves in good ear- 
neſt abour ir. 

For which end, we may obſerve, that this 
being too great a work for us to do by our 
own ſtrength, the eternal Son of God him- 
ſelf was pleaſed to'undertake u for us. And 
for that purpoſe, having taken our nature 
upon him, he gave himſclt for us, as to re- 
deem us from all iniquity, ſo 70 purifie t0 

Tit.2.14. himſelf a peculiar people, %ealous of- good works. 
And ſo he is made unto us, Wiſedom as well 

x Cor. 1. as Righteouſneſs ; Sanftification as well as Re- 
2% demption; that as we are juſtified and redeem- 
ed from our ſins, ſo we may be made wiſe 

and holy through him ; who: is the fortntain 

as of all the good things we do or can en- 

' 1oy, ſo likewiſe of all the goodneſs and ver- 

rue we are or can be endued with. It all 

flows from him ; who therefore tells us, that 
Joh.15.5, Pithout him we can do nothing. But by him, 
there 1s nothing but we can do. As St. Paul 

Phil. 4 . found by experxence, ſaying, I-can do' all 
13 things through Chrift which ſlrengthenerh me. 
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Hence therefore if we deſire to be made 
holy; we muſt apply our ſclyes to Chriſt, who 
although he be now in Heaven as to his Hu- 
mane Nature, yet he is always preſent with 
us here below, both in his Divine Perſon, and 
alſo by his Holy Spirit, and fo is ready upon 
all occaſions to aſſiſt us in our endeavours 
after piety, and to crown them with thar fuc- 
ceſs, as to make us ſincerely pions. For 
which purpoſe, as he fanEtifred our humane 
nature 1n general by affuming it into his di-- 
vine perſon ; ſo he fanctiheth our humane 
perſons in particular, by making us partakers 
of his divine nature : which he doth, by ſen- 
ding his Holy Spirtt, of the ſame divine nature 
with himſelf, into our Hearts, which by de- 
grees makes us alſo holy and fpiricual, and ſo 
in our capacities, hke unto himſelf; and par-- 
takers of his own nature. 

Now the great thing which he requires of 
us, in order to his doing this great work for 
us, 1s, that we believe in him. For he him- | 
lf ith, that we are ſanftified by faith that is at. 2c; 
in him. Not by believing only his Goſpel ins: 
general to be true, but by believing particu- 
larly in himſelf, ſo as to have a ſure truſt and 
confidence-on him, to give us ſuch illuminati- 
Ons 
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* ons and aſliſtances of his Holy Spirit, whereby 


we may be turned from darkneſs to I1ghr, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, and ſobe 
made ſincerely, as he is infinitely pure and 
holy. And indeed this 1s the firſt and great 


thing that we ought to belieye and truſt in 


our Saviour for: and that which 1s the foun- 
dation of all our other expectations from him. 
For we have no ground to expect either par- 
don or any other bleſfing at his hands, untill 
we repent and be conyerted Bur it we firm- 
ly believe and depend upon him inthe firſt 
place for grace to repent and turn to God, 
and ſo to become holy and new creatures, 
according to the promiſes that he hath made 
us to that purpoſe ; as he will then moſt cer- 
tainly perform ſuch promiſes to us, ſo all rhe 
other bleſſings that he hath purchaſcd for us, 
will then follow in courſe. For if we be tru- 
Iy ſanctified and made holy, then our ſins 
will be all pardoned, our perſons juſtified, 
our dutics accepted, God reconciled to us, 
and at length our Souls eternally ſaved. But 
all theſe things depend upon our being firſt 
fanCtified by him, as that doth upon our be- 
licving in him. 


But 
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But Faith, as the Apoitle faith , z the Gift Epheſ.z. 
Pn of God ; and therefore if we deſire to. belicve * 
ſo as to be ſanctified , we muſt ask and exp.t 
it from.him, in the uſe of thoſe means which 
he hath appointed both for the begetting. and 
increaſing of it. We muſt reade, and hear, and 
medi:ate upon his Holy Word. We muſt faſt 
and pray, and receive the Sacrament of our 
Lord's Supper. For theſe are, the, ordinary 
means which God hath eſtabliſhed in his 
Church , whereby to - make known himſelf 
unto us , to convince us of the truth and. cer- 
tainty of his Pronuſes, and ſo.wark' and con- 
- firm in us a true behief of them , by; the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, which for that purpoſe þ 
doth continually affiſt and influence the admi- | 
niſtration and performance of ſuch duties ;. 
which therefore are not onely holy duries in. 
themſelves, but the means roo whereby - we 
may become holy. | — 
. But for that purpoſe, we muſt perform, not 
onely one or more, - bur all of them, ſo. as-to 
go through the whole courſe that God hath 44 
preſcribed for the healing of our ſpiritual dif- T5 
rempers, and for the reſtoring us to. a ſound. : 
I have ſhewn, che nature of true holineſs pro- 
 perlyconſilts. _ _— ET? 
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\ And that we muſt doe too,' not onely now 


and then, but through the whole courſe of 


Joh.3.16. 


Rom, 8. 
32s 


our lives, ſo as to be conſtantly , as much as 
poſſibly we can, employed in ſome or other 
of theſe holy exerciſes ; not 1n a careleſs and ſu- 
perficial manner, but heartily, ſincerely, ear- 
neſtly, as for our lives; for our lives, our eter- 
nal lives in a great meaſure depend upon it. 


For it is by our continual exerciſe of thoſe ho- 


ly duties and the Grace of God always accom- 
panying of them , that our hearts are infenſi- 
bly taken off -from fin and the world, and 
raiſed up higher and higher towards God and 
Heaven, till at length our whole Souls bing 
fanCtified by a quick and lively Faith inChriſt, 
we are made meet to be partakers of the inherj- 
tance of the Saints im light. 

And what cauſe have they who are fo, to 
give thanks, as St. Paul here doth, to God the 
Father for it? For the whole of our Salvation 
from firſt to laſt , muſt be afcribed unto him. 
It is begun, continued, - and ended all in him. 
For it was he, who ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his onely begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 


| in him, ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


life. Tt was he, who ſpared not this his Son, but 
delivered him up to be tempted, to befcourged, 


to be ſpit upon, to be arraigned, condemned: 


crucified, 


"the Yacen at White-H 


” 


M9» 
crucified , and-all tor us and for our Salvaci- * 
Qn. . . It was he, who having raiſed up this bis Att. s. . 
Son feſus, ſent him to bleſs. us, by turning every *© 
one of us from his iniquities. And made him , cox. ;. 
who knew no ſin, to be ſin for us, that wen 
might be matle the righteouſneſs of God in him. 

It was he, who hath exalted him with þis own At. x. 
right hand, to be both a Prince and a Saviour, 3* 

for to give repentance and remiſſion of fins. It 

is he, who hath paſſed by-gho greateſt parc, 

of mankind, and hath revealed. himſelf and 

his Son to us, - the unworthieſt of all his crea- 

tures. It was he, who cauſed us to be born 

and bred within the Pale of his Holy Cx- 
tholick Church, and in one of the ſoundeſt 

and pureſt parts of it upon the face of the 

whole Earth. Iris he, who ſtill continues the 
means of grace to us, and us to them, and his 
blefling both to them and us. Ir is he, who 

g1ves us his holy ſpirit, to mortifie the deeds 

of the fleſh, and to quicken us with newnelſs 

of life; to raiſe up our minds frem the world, 

and fix them upon himſelf; to keep us from e- 

vil, and to enable us to'doe, or ſuffer any thing 

we can for his fake. It 1s he, who calls upon 

us continually by che miaiſtery of his Word; 

co repent and believe the Goſpel, and gives us 
grace to doe it. In a word, It is he, who 
hath 


LS prey 


. hath ſeneme , che unworthielt of -all. his-mini» 
-  *Rers, at chis-rime to acquaint you in-his Name; 
how -ye'tnay' be meet 10 be partakers of the inhes. 


Hance of the\Saints'in light ; and-it is he alone 


can tmake you ſo. 


And therefore all-who are fo made,” maywall 


7 - {join with the Choire-of Heaven; 'in thoſe Sera! 

Phick Anthems "we find them ſinging in ithe: 

Revel. 7. Revelations, Salvation to. our: God which fatteth' 

W126 - 5h CD Or ere Fes ng mat”, | 

| apon| the- throne," and*to the. Lamb. 'Amen'; Bleſs. 

fimg; and 'glory, and-wiſedon, and thankggtaing, } 

and honvur, ard power, - and might, ' be” unto” our 
God: for ever and ever; | Amen. (| 1 
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